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Professor of ethnology at Provence University, Christian Bromberger has applied the rigorous methods of his discipline to the study of football supporters in Marseille, Lens, Naples, Turin and Teheran. Football, la bagatelle la plus sérieuse du monde repeats some information from the author's earlier, Local authorities would not fund more than one club in their area as to do so would not only splinter their budget but also inadvertently fund local tensions and antagonisms instead of supporting regional consensus. To promote this sense of community, local authorities have proved adept at using football to project their own regional identities which are, in turn, reiterated by the spectators themselves and by media sports journalists commenting on football. Three case studies follow to support the hypothesis: Bastia ('la spécificité corse'), Guingamp ('l'élite à la campagne') and Auxerre ('le bon sens paysan').
Football in France may be seen, then, as a spatial extension of that country's urban development and of its politico-administrative philosophy (State involvement in sport as a public service) and structures (the promotion of regional identities via local authority action).
We have seen that in a country which has had its affection for football rekindled both by staging the World Cup finals and by winning its first major tournament since 1984, academic interest in the sport itself is continuing to grow. Furthermore, this interest is diversifying as football attracts the attention of researchers working in a wide range of disciplines from ethnology to geography and from history to sociology. Most importantly, the three texts under review all highlight, from their different perspectives, the central issue of how football reflects social structures and identities and it is, indeed, this very issue which will prove to be a source of much debate in the ever expanding study of what is, after all, the most popular sport on the planet and a vibrant element of French popular culture.
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